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a rich contribution to American life, further en-
hancing the growing relationship between our
two societies.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 19, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication, stating
that the emergency declared with respect to sig-
nificant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect for 1 year beyond
October 21, 2000.

The circumstances that led to the declaration
on October 21, 1995, of a national emergency
have not been resolved. The actions of signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia

continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States and to cause
unparalleled violence, corruption, and harm in
the United States and abroad. For these reasons,
I have determined that it is necessary to main-
tain economic pressures on significant narcotics
traffickers centered in Colombia by blocking
their property subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States and by depriving them of access
to the United States market and financial sys-
tem.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 19, 2000.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives on a Resolution on
Armenian Genocide
October 19, 2000

Dear Speaker Hastert:
I am writing to you to express my deep con-

cern about H. Res. 596, dealing with the tragic
events in eastern Anatolia under Ottoman rule
in the years 1915-1923.

Every year on April 24, I have commemorated
Armenian Remembrance Day, mourning the de-
portations and massacres of innocent Armenians
during that era. And every year, I have chal-
lenged all Americans to recommit themselves
to ensuring that such horrors never occur again.

However, I am deeply concerned that consid-
eration of H. Res. 596 at this time could have
far-reaching negative consequences for the
United States. We have significant interests in

this troubled region of the world: containing the
threat posed by Saddam Hussein; working for
peace and stability in the Middle East and Cen-
tral Asia; stabilizing the Balkans; and developing
new sources of energy. Consideration of the res-
olution at this sensitive time will not only nega-
tively affect those interests, but could undermine
efforts to encourage improved relations between
Armenia and Turkey—the very goal the Resolu-
tion’s sponsors seek to advance.

We fully understand how strongly both Tur-
key and Armenia feel about this issue. Ulti-
mately, this painful matter can only be resolved
by both sides examining the past together.
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